Dear Sir/Madam, 
As you are aware, it is baby loss awareness week 9th -15th October. {I have direct experience of baby loss as a bereaved parent of xxxxxxx/my friend/family member lost their precious baby xxxxxxx). 
I am aware that the stillbirth rates in the UK disproportionately high when compared to other European countries. I am also aware that the UK aims to halve the number of stillbirths occurring each year by 2025. According to SANDS, approximately 13 babies per day die shortly before, during or shortly after delivery, many of these babies are perfectly healthy. Around a third of these babies are full-term so all that would be needed to save their lives is for them to be delivered earlier. It is difficult for midwives and obstetricians to predict which babies will die because so often this occurs in otherwise healthy, low risk pregnancies. 
In light of this, and particularly in light of the UKs aim to halve the stillbirth rate by 2025, please raise the issue of estimated placental volume (EPV). This is a simple measurement that can be done while a foetus is in utero to estimate the size of its placenta. It requires 3 measurements (width, height, and thickness) that can be entered into a formula to determine the volume of a placenta in cubic centimetres. This will give obstetricians an indication of when is the best time to deliver a baby. 
EPV is currently routine in the Rainbow clinics which are specifically for parents who have previously experienced the devastating loss of a baby. The rainbow clinics have researched the role of the placenta and find EPV to be a safe, cost-effective and impactful tool in reducing the stillbirth rate. However, it is my belief that this should be routine to prevent people having to experience the death of a baby in the first place. 
I am humbly asking for you to raise this issue to fund EPV and help save babies’ lives. 

Yours Faithfully, 




